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As for the hadith that some of them narrate that the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) said in regard to the military expedition of Tabuk, “We have returned from 
the lesser jihad to the greatest jihad,” then this has no basis. 


It has not been reported by anyone who has knowledge of the saying and actions of 
the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Undertaking jihad against the disbelievers 
is from the greatest of actions, indeed, it is the best that a person could opt to 
perform. He (ta‘ala) said, 


“Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are 
disabled, and the mujahidun in the cause of Allah with their wealth and lives. Allah 
has preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight with their wealth and their 
lives to those who sit. To each, Allah has promised good, but Allah has preferred 
those who fight hard and fight, to those who sit by a huge reward. Degrees of 
[higher] grades from Him, and forgiveness and mercy. And Allah is ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 


“Do you consider the providing of drinking water for the pilgrims and the 
maintenance of al-Masjid al-Haram as equal to the one who believes in Allah and the 
Last Day, and strives in the cause of Allah? They are not equal before Allah. And 
Allah guides not those people who are the wrong doers. Those who believed and 
emigrated and strove hard and fought in the cause of Allah with their wealth and 
their lives are far higher in degree with Allah. They are the successful. Their Lord 
gives them glad tidings of mercy from Him, and His being pleased, and of Gardens 
for them wherein are everlasting delights. They will dwell therein forever. Verily, 
with Allah is a great reward.” 


And it is established in Sahih Muslim and others fro Nu’man ibn Bashir (radiyallahu 


‘anhu) who said, 


“I was with the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) when a person said, ‘After 
Islam, I do not care to do anything except give water to the pilgrims.’ Another said, 
‘After Islam, I do not care to do anything except look after al-Masjid al-Haram.’ So 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib said, ‘Jihad in the cause of Allah is better than what you two have 
mentioned.’ Thereupon “Umar said, “Do not raise your voices near the pulpit of the 
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), but when the salah is finished, I will 
ask him.’ So he asked him and Allah (ta‘ala) revealed this ayah.” 


And it is reported in the two books of authentic hadith from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud 
(radiyallahu ‘anhu) who said, 


“I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Which action is the greatest in the sight of Allah 
(‘azza wa jall)?” He replied, ‘Salah at its correct time.’ I asked, “Then which?’ He 
replied, ‘Good treatment of parents.’ I asked, “Then which?’ He replied, ‘Jihad in the 
cause of Allah.’ The Messenger of Allah told me about these and if I had asked 
further he would had added more.” 


It is also reported in the above books that he (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was asked, 
“Which action is the most superior?” He replied, “Iman in Allah and jihad in His 
cause.” Then it was asked, “Then what?” He said, “An accepted hajj.” 


And in the same two books a man asked the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 


sallam), 


“O Messenger of Allah! Inform me of an action that would equate to jihad in the 
cause of Allah?” He replied, “You will not be able to perform it — or you would not 
be able to bear it.” The man said, “Tell me.” He replied, “When the mujahid leaves, 
are you able to fast without breaking it? And to stand in salah without stopping?” 


EXTRA BENEFIT: Hafidh ibn Hajr said about the narration of ‘the greatest jihad’: 
“It is the speech of Ibrahim ibn Abi ‘Ablah, not a hadith [of the Prophet].” 


